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282 The Old Testament Student. 

The value of this work is increased also by copious indexes and a verj' full 
list of the literature of the Pentateuch and the related criticism of the Old Testa- 
ment. We shall hope to publish an article in further review of this work at an 
early date. 



CURRENT DISCUSSIONS IN THEOLOGY, VOL. HI.* 



Tlie third volume of this annual review possesses all the good points of 
former volumas. The best word to characterize it is the word "fresh." One 
might suppose that the necessarily brief treatment of book after book would 
become monotonous and wearisome. It is quite otherwise. For the man who 
would bs well-informed in the several departments of theological study, the pur- 
chase of this book will be a most economical investment. 

Our interest, naturally, is greatest in that part of the work which relates to 
the Old Testament. In this Professor Curtiss aims to present material which bears 
upon the question of the Revision. To this end he considers (1) Textual Studies ; 
(2) Lexicographical and Grammatical Studies; (8) Exegetical Studies, including 
notices of commentaries on the entire Old Testament, and commentaries on 
single books of the Old Testament ; (4) Introductory and Historical Studies ; (5) 
Miscellaneous Studies, under which notice is taken of subsidiary helps for the 
study of the Old Testament, Old Testament and Periodical Literature, and Ency- 
clopsedias. Then follows a criticism of the Revision. 

The attitude of Professor Curtiss toward the much discussed question of Old 
Testament textual criticism may be gathered from the following paragraph :— 

" While we should not blindly adhere to the Massoretic text as though it had 
an exclusive claim to inspiration, yet we have reason to believe that it represents 
the ancient text in its purest form, since it is in the language in which the sacred 
oracles were first given, and has been preserved by the Palestinian Jews, who 
would be most likely to be careful in the transmission of their Scriptures. There 
are, doubtless, cases where the unanimous testimony of the versions counter to 
the Massoretic text should be accepted, but not all, for the agreement may not 
represent an original condition of the text. Certainly the greatest care should be 
exercised in making such changes, and we should remember that while scientific 
accuracy should be employed in endeavoring to restore the original text, the result 
is not likely to produce any essential change in the articles of our faith, or in our 
belief, except that God has not attempted to give us the exact letter of his 
Word." 

Driver's doctrine of the Hebrew Tenses, that the Perfect and Imperfect in 
Hebrew are not used in themselves to indicate tense, but rather the character of 
an action, as complete or incomplete in the past, present or future, is accepted. 
Emphasis is justly placed upon the great value of the Cambridge Bible for Schools 
<tnd Colleges. No better commentaries for students have been written. 

"This interest" it is said, "in the language and literature of the Old Testa- 
ment, and those which are cognate with it, is two-fold : 

1. It is on the one hand scientific. Its object is not religious, but philolog- 
ical and historical. It seeks to know who the Hebrews were, what were their 
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language and history, and what were the other nations with which they came in 
contact ; not for the sake of the Hebrews themselves, but for the sake of ancient 
history in general and of Semitic history in particular. 

2. It is on the other hand of a religious and apologetic character. The 
foundations of the Christian religion are considered at stake in the attacks made 
on the historical character of the Old Testamient ; hence the effort to verify its 
statements by excavations of ruined cities, and geographical researches. This is 
especially the case in England, and science is under perpetual obligations to relig- 
ion for the valuable and exhaustive investigations, which were doubtless stimu- 
lated by the attacks of critics on the Sacred Eecords.'" 

It is thought, in reference to the Eevision, that the critical scholarship is 
found mostly in the marginal readings ; that in the alterations made, very great 
conservatism has been manifested ; that it shows to the ordinary reader " that the 
Bible is not a dead level from Genesis to Revelation ; " or, in other words, that " it 
is not a legitimate use of the Old Testament to seek in it proof -texts for all the 
doctrines that are found in the New Testament." 

Professor Curtiss is a man of ripe scholarship, sound judgment and careful 
statement. His opinions are worthy of careful consideration. 



THE BOOK OF DANIEL.* 



The idea of this book is deserving of great praise. Part I., under the heading 
" The First Volume of Prophecy " takes up twenty-four direct Messianic prophe- 
cies, viz., five (Gen. iii., 15; XII., 3; XLix.,10; Num. XXIV., 17; Dent, xviii., IS- 
IS) in the Pentateuch ; three (Job xix., 25-27 ; 2 Sam. vii., 12-16 ; xxiii., 1-7) in 
the historical books ; nine (Psalm ii. ; xxii. ; xl. ; xlv. ; lxviii. ; Lxxii. ; lxxx., 
15-17; cii., 12-16; ex.) in the Psalms ; and seven (Mic. v., 2; Isa. iv.,2; vii., 
14; IX., 6; xxviii.,6: xl-lxvi. ; Jer. xxiii., 5, 6.) in the Prophets. Part II., 
"The Second Volume of Prophecy," gives us an Introduction to the Book of 
Daniel, together w'ith a translation of it and a commentary. The author's name 
is a suflScient guarantee for the character of the work done. Painstaking and 
clear, the book is in many respects a model for this kind of work. 

The material discussed is just that material, about which, to-day, there is the 
greatest difference of opinion. What passages are Messianic, in what sense they 
are Messianic, and the exact force they are to be given, are questions which 
occasion the thoughtful and critical exegete great trouble. 

In the first part of the volume, in which are taken up the several Messianic 
passages, there are some passages considered which, in such a treatment, might 
fairly, we think, have been omitted, while others have been omitted which cer- 
tainly had good reason to be included. Among the former class, might be 
mentioned Ps. xl., lxviii., and cii. Among the latter class. Gen. v., 29; ix., 
27 ; which are barely mentioned in passing ; 1 Sam., ii., 27-36 ; Isa., xi., 1-10, and 
several passages among the prophets. Dr. Murphy seems also not to have given 
that prominence to the historical connection in each case which it would seem to 
deserve ; and, while emphasizing in his preface the progressive character of Mes- 
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